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Fredericksburg, Virginia  

June 19-21, 2009 
17th Annual Reunion 

 

 The 2009 reunion, will celebrate our reunion a 
few years ago with the descendants of Luther Daniel 
Veazey (1181) and his wife, Nora Y. Coleman.  We have 
Lee Ann V. Street (4499) to thank for “finding” Ed and 
Joy in the late 1990's.  Joy gave permission for Lee Ann 
to send her name and address to her father, Robert “Bob” 
Veazey (3436) in KY.  Soon I received a phone call from 
Bob and then called Ed.  He knew the name of his 
grandfather and I had Luther Daniel in the database.  The 
rest, as they say, is history. 
 

 Fredericksburg Hospitality House & 
Conference Center 

 

 We have 40 rooms blocked for the 19th and 
20th at a rate of $85 per night plus fees and taxes.  
You must make your reservation before May 20th 
as any rooms remaining at that time will be 
released. You can call the hotel directly at (800-
682-1049) and ask for the Veazey Reunion Rate!   
The hotel does not provide a continental breakfast, 
however we may have some snacks in the 
hospitality room. 
 

Friday June 19th 
2:00 - 6:00 pm             Registration 
 

 ...check into the Fredericksburg 
Hospitality House in the Veazey Suite with Ed and 
Joy Veazey and Ann and Wayne Davis. 
 
6:00 – 9:30 pm                Dinner - Program 
 

 Buffet dinner, visiting and program will be 
held in the Washington banquet room of the 
hotel.  Menu will include Herb roasted chicken, 
Slow cooked roast beef, and Sugar cured Ham steak 
with citrus pineapple glaze, vegetables, salads and 
desserts. 

 
 

 
Saturday June 20th 

 
7:00 - 8:45 am      Wake Up Coffee...  
 

 ..breakfast snacks and coffee will be 
available in the VZ hospitality suite.  If you desire a 
larger breakfast, there is a buffet at the hotel and other 
restaurants nearby.   
 
9:30 am - depart    Board Tour Buses 
 

 ...bus will tour historic Fredericksburg, VA, 
seeing some of the Revolutionary and Civil War 
History of that area.  There will be a stop at George 
Washington’s  birthplace, and the Robert E. Lee’s 
birthplace at Stratford Hall.  We will also see 
Cleydael that Ed was responsible for restoring. 
 
12:00 Noon            Box Lunch   
 .. possibly on the bus. 
 
5:00 pm                Bar-B-Que @ Eagles View 
 

 ...Ed and Joy Veazey named their portion of 
the original “Eagles Nest” land grant as “Eagles 
View” and “yes” we did see an eagle when we visited 
with them recently.  They tell us that the sunset over 
the Potomac River from their dock is something to 
behold.  We plan to stay at Eagles View until we 
indeed get to see an eagle and hopefully see the sun 
set, too.   
 
 If you cannot join us for the tour and want to 
come for the cook-out only, there will be a map and 
directions elsewhere in this newsletter.   
Just a note, that a GPS will help!! 
 
Ed & Joy Veazey                       Home 540-775-2651    
8267 Lighthouse Lane 
King George, VA  22485 
Ed’s Cell  540-840-6659& email seveazey@aol.com 
Joy’s Cell  540-840-4985& email 
jgveazey@aol.com 
 



Map and Directions to Eagles View - Home of Ed & Joy Veazey 

 
From I-95 traveling North – Go to Route #3 East, Exit 130.  Go through Fredericksburg, cross Rappahannock 
River, Continue about15 miles and turn left on Rt. #677 (Stanley Road).  Turn Left on Rt. #609 (Comorn Rd.).  
Go Right on Rt. 218 (Caledon Rd.).  Take a Left on the 3rd road, Rt.# 642 (Eagles Nest Lane). 
 
From US #301 - go north through Port Royal to 1st stoplight in King George.  Turn left on Rt. #3 (King’s Hwy).  
Go past Court House and turn right on Rt. #610 (Indian Town Road).  Quite a winding road!!  Cross over Rt. 
#206 and proceed on Rt. #610..  Turn left on Rt. #218 (Caledon Rd.).  Go 1 ½ miles and turn right on Rt. #642 
(Eagles Nest Lane).  
 
From I-95 traveling South - to Exit 133, Business US 17 to Falmouth.  Cross Rt, #1 at light (becomes Rt. #212) 
to stop light.  Go straight on Rt. #218 (Caledon Rd.).  Go about 16 miles, passing Rt. #609 and Rt. #641.  Turn 
Left on Rt. #642 (Eagles Nest Lane.).   
 
From US #301 traveling South - Cross Potomac river from Maryland to Virginia.  Go South past the Burger 
King and turn Right on Rt. #206.  Go about 4 miles and turn right on Rt. #218 (Caledon Road).  Go 
approximately 4 miles and turn right on Rt. #642 (Eagles Nest Lane). 
 
Final approach: Once on Rt. 642 go north about 0.8 miles to top of hill. Bare to right on Rt. 682 at Eagles Nest 
and “Adopt a highway-Ed and Joy Veazey” sign.  Continue on Rt. 682 (still Eagles Nest Lane) to Lighthouse 
Lane about 200 yards from Potomac.  Go left on paved driveway with our sign about 100 yards and finally turn 
right on gravel driveway at another Veazey sign.  Proceed about 200 yards to house on Potomac. 

 
 

Email Address Please 
 

If you have internet access and an email address, please send it to me at: 
avzdavis@bellsouth.net  I have put this newsletter on the website in a PDF file so that anyone with a 
computer can go and read or print their very own.  Of course this saves in printing costs and postage, 
estimated conservatively at $1 each.  At the present time I have nearly 600 US mailing labels and 
nearly 500 email addresses to receive the newsletter.  As you can see the more I can add to the email 
list, the less expense. 



Ed Veazey’s Motivation 
For the 17th Annual VZ Reunion 

 
 The last reunion in Durham was memorable for many reasons.  Three first cousins, Jeanie Veazey 
Armstrong, Patty Veazey Dandridge along with her daughter Cassie Selleck, and I met all together for the first 
time.  We are all descendants of Luther Daniel Veazey and Nora Coleman Veazey.  Because of time, distance 
and tragedies we knew little of our Veazey family heritage.  We also learned of a serious accident the three 
brothers (our fathers) experienced in April of 1929.  Gail V. Rumler found an article relating the details of the 
accident in a Danville, VA, newspaper and brought it to the reunion last year. 
 
 Also, MJ Hall, the organizer for the Durham 16th reunion, had rented our house in King George County in 
the early 1980's where we plan our reunion dinner on 20 June.  MJ lectured at the nearby Naval Surface Warfare 
Center in Dahlgren, VA.  What a small world! 
 
 After visiting the Ema Veazey Hall farm for the 16th Reunion, we recalled visiting there for a reunion in 
June of 1963 with Dr. Earl Brown, Professor of Engineering at Duke whose wife, Gladys, was a Veazey.  I was a 
graduate student in Physics at the time in the building next to Dr. Brown’s office.  We believe Ann VZ Davis and 
MJ Hall were also there at the 1963 reunion, but Joy and I don’t recall meeting them. 
 
 All of this is to conclude that Veazey reunions are a wonderful occasion to connect with ones we have met 
before.  Ann Veazey Davis binds us all together with her vast knowledge of Veazey history.  In January when 
she said no one had volunteered to host a reunion this year, I knew what the descendants of Luther Daniel 
Veazey had to do!  The Hall Family is a hard act to follow, but time and tide wait for no man and missed 
opportunities are often regretted!  With four children and 10 grandchildren it is time our three generations 
learned more of our Veazey heritage.  What better venue could there be than to have a Veazey reunion so near 
the historic cradle of our country and seat of our government near our home? 
 
 Besides coming for the VZ genealogy and camaraderie, this area is near the historical crossroads of our 
nation’s heritage.  In colonial and revolutionary times George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, James Madison 
and James Monroe walked these lands.  Fredericksburg is halfway between the capitals of the Confederacy and 
the Union – Richmond and Washington, D. C. — 50 miles south and north along Interstate 95 respectively.  
Robert E. Lee’s Stratford Hall is just east of us as is Washington’s birthplace, Wakefield, in Westmoreland 
County.  Civil War buffs will enjoy visiting the many battlefields in and around Fredericksburg, on their own as 
well.   
 
 If you and your family would like to combine historical sightseeing with the VZ Reunion, the lodging we 
have is conveniently just a block off US Interstate. 95.  If you arrive by plane there is a shuttle van that will pick 
people up at Reagan National Airport and Dulles International that operates by appointment.  Washington, DC is 
one hour to the north has many interesting sights to take in, especially Veazey Street, as does Richmond one hour 
to the south.  Then with a 2 ½ hour drive to the southeast are Williamsburg, Yorktown, Jamestown, Norfolk and 
Virginia Beach. 
 
 To the west there are the Civil War Battlefields of Chancellorsville, Spotsylvania Court House, The 
Wilderness, and the “Stonewall” Jackson Shrine.  An hour drive away is the home of James Madison at 
Montpelier, recently restored, and Thomas Jefferson’s Monticello near the University of Virginia. 
 
 Beyond the Lee’s Stratford Hall and Washington’s Wakefield Plantation to the east is Tidewater Virginia.  
The Chesapeake Bay was the maritime “highway” over which ships brought settlers.  Similarly warships used 
the Chesapeake Bay, Potomac, Rappahannock and James Rivers during the Revolutionary War, the War of 1812, 
and the Civil War.  This area has inviting bed and breakfasts, antique shops, boating and fishing.  Come early 
and stay late to visit other sites you desire to see!  You can check out many of these attractions on your 
computer.  Some websites are: www.visitFred.com; www.nps.gov/gewa; www.MeetAtFred.com; 
www.virginia.org; www.nps.gov/frsp; www.stratfordhall.org ; www.cleydael.org; www.Historyisfun.org.  
 



 Our own King George County has some history you will see, but you could not see these from tours.  Our 
home on the Potomac was part of the second land grant on the Potomac River from the King of England given to 
William Fitzhugh in the 1600's.  You pass his house “Eagles Nest” on the hill above our home that we call 
“Eagles View.”  We have a “stuffed legal eagle” at the top of the stairs which is noteworthy.  This eagle was in 
the attic of a pre Civil War home we will visit called “Cleydael.”  It was the summer home of Dr. Richard Stuart.  
He married Julia Calvert from Maryland.  She was a bridesmaid in Lt. Robert E. Lee’s wedding in 1831.  
General Lee’s daughters took shelter from Yankee gunboats with Cousin Julia at Cleydael during the Civil War.   
 
 Dr. Mudd in Maryland told President Lincoln’s assassin, John Wilkes Booth, to see Dr. Stuart in Virginia 
along his escape route.  Dr. Stuart refused to treat Booth but did give him dinner and let him stay overnight at the 
Lucas cabin, home to one of Dr. Stuart’s freed black farm hands.  Our Cleydael partnership owned this house 
and land.  We did the research to get this house on the National Register of Historic Places and have it 
designated as a Virginia Historic Landmark.  I called a meeting of local folk in this manor house where we 
formed the King George Historical Society, which now numbers about 200 members. 
 
 We are developing a waterfront community just upriver from our home.  It’s called Eagle Bay and we plan 
to name an entrance road along a ridge “Veazey Ridge,” since it is highly unlikely that Uncle Sam will ever 
return our ancestral lands to today’s Veazey-Veaseys!  You can see this beautiful land at 
www.eaglebayonthepotomac.com.  As it is less than a mile from our home, we can drive through on the way to 
Saturday’s bar-b-que at our home. 
 
 We look forward to being your hosts at this 17th VZ Reunion with the help of Luther Daniel and Nora 
Coleman Veazey’s descendants Jeanie Veazey Armstrong, Patty Veazey Dandridge and daughter, Cassie Selleck 
and our friend David Veazey.  Also MJ Hall will give a recap of the Durham 16th Reunion and of course Ann and 
Wayne Davis have visited us and will be guiding our group with their extensive knowledge and experience.  We 
only decided in January to go forward, so respond quickly to Ann, notify other relatives and make your room 
reservations early for we need the count of attendees ASAP.  All of us look forward to seeing you and your 
families in Fredericksburg on June 19,2009. 

Ed & Joy Veazey  
 

How We Found Ed & Joy Veazey 
 

It was a little over 10 years ago when Joy Veazey went to a doctor in Fredericksburg.  Lee Ann Veazey Street was 
working in that office and since her maiden name was Veazey, she asked permission to send Joy & Ed’s name 
and address to her father, Bob Veazey of Lexington, KY.  (Many of you will remember Bob & Joan attending so 
many reunions from 1995 through 2002.) 
 
Bob was soon on the phone with me and I was soon on the phone with Ed.  
I didn’t have him or his father in my database, BUT I did have his 
grandfather, Luther Daniel Veazey (1181) and was able to “plug” Ed in 
right then and there. 
 
A second irony was the fact that Ed’s grandfather, Luther Daniel Veazey 
was married to Nora Y. Coleman, a sister to MY aunt, Zela Coleman 
Veazey, wife of Chrales Otha Veazey, Sr. (1278).  And it so happened that 
Aunt Zela’s daughter Antoinette V. Daniel had shared some old family 
pictures with me, several of which were of Ed’s family. 
 
Of course Nora wanted to share pictures of her child with her sister.  That 
is true even today about our sharing pictures of our children and 
grandchildren.  Sidney Hester Veazey in his sailor suit is pictured at the 
right. 



2008 Tribute to Ema Veazey Hall 
 

 Descendants of Ema Veazey Hall, led by her 
granddaughter, Mary-Jo Hall, entertained their 
cousins royally June 13-15, 2008, in Durham, NC, 
and the Veazey Ridge in Granville County. 
 
 Some time after Ema V. Hall and her family 
had to leave the Veazey Ridge in Granville County 
in 1942 with the building of Camp Butner, she began 
hosting the annual Veazey Reunion on her lawn on 
Roxboro Road in Durham.  Many of us attended 
with our parents for years and years and years. 
 
 I feel certain that Cousin Ema began 
planning next year’s reunion as soon as the last car 
left her lawn on the current year.  Many of us 
remember taking our new babies and young children 
for the “dinner on the grounds for many years.” 
 
 It is interesting that Ed and Joy Veazey 
remember attending in the 1960's.  Leroy Veazey of 
Kentucky attended in the early 1970's.  I believe he 
went down to Fuquay to visit with the “other” Leroy 
Veasey for a few days. 
 
 A few years after Ema’s death, her family 
reinstated the VZ Reunion at her home which was 
now her son, John Albert Hall’s home.  It was at one 
of these reunions that Ben Patrick, author of the 
Gradurson Report, attended and shared a copy of his 
manuscript with the VZ cousins.  It was also during 
this time that Margaret V. Sykes, the VZ genealogist 
of the Paris, Tennessee, clan came to meet her new 
found cousins. 
 
 It is unfortunate that none of us remember 
Ed and Joy’s 1960's visit, but then many of us were 
busy with our young children during that period and 
there was no sound system to get everyone’s 
attention for an introduction. 
 
 I do remember Alex H. and Ruth Anne 
Fisher Veazey’s visit in 1964.  Alex’s father and 
Ema Hall’s brother, Alex H. Veazey, Sr., had died 
Nov. 23, 1963, and I remember their attendance the 
next summer.  Ruth Anne’s aunt lived in Zebulon 
and had told me more than one time that Ruth Anne 
and Alex were planning to come to our reunion.  I 
thought it was also ironic that their children’s names 
were so near my Daddy’s name and my name: Alex, 
II, is called “Lex” like my Daddy, and Anne was 
named for her mother, but almost the same as my 
name. 

 Ed remembers seeing Ruth Anne and Alex 
Veazey as Ruth Anne’s father, Dr. Edgar Fisher, had 
served as the Minister of Trinity Methodist Church 
in Wilmington, NC, where Ed and his mother, Sallie 
Veazey were members.  Small world!! 
 

 I am sure there were other long lost cousins 
who came for one visit to the Veazey Reunion at 
Ema Hall’s house over the years that many of us did 
not meet at that time. 
 

 On our 2008 bus tour we visited the 
“Veazey Ridge” that is now known as just “Butner.”  
We visited the Veazey cemetery where Squire 
Alfred Moore Veazey and his descendants are 
buried.  When the US Government took the Veazey 
ridge in 1942 for the building of an Army Camp at 
the beginning of World War II, the land where this 
cemetery was located was in the name of Johnnie 
Ema V. Hall. 
 

 Her father had inherited this farm of Squire 
Alfred Moore Veazey, as the youngest son in his 
family, who always lived at the home and cared for 
his parents.  J. Ema Veazey was his oldest daughter 
and inherited the home place when her parents died.  
Today this is the site of John Umstead Hospital, a 
state mental facility that is being phased out with the 
opening of a new mental hospital on Veazey Rd. in 
Butner. 
 

 Any time you happened to see Ema V. Hall 
during the year, she would always remind you to be 
sure and come to the Veazey Reunion, which was 
always held on the 4th Sunday in June.  And I had a 
feeling last year that Ema was right there smiling 
down on us for coming back to her house for a 
Veazey Reunion. 
 

************ 
 Mary-Jo tells me that she can get CDs made 
that include all the pictures that were made at the 
2008 reunion.   
 
 She also asks if there are any corrections or 
additions that need to be made to the 2008 booklet to 
please let her know (mjhall7@verizon.net).  She can 
have additional copies printed for $20 each. 
 
 Mary-Jo’s sister, Judi Hall Pope, tells me 
that she has 2 or 3 of the red T-shirts that all 
members of their family wore during last year’s 
reunion, sizes Large and XX Large. $15 includes 
postage.  Contact Judipope@yahoo.comail 
(919)732-3463. 



Personal Privilege! 
 
 You know I always have to include notes 
about my immediate family and how everyone is 
doing.  2008 was an eventful year and not all of it 
was fun.  I was diagnosed with breast cancer in 
February, had surgery in March and radiation for 30 
days.  That was finished on Tuesday after the VZ 
Reunion in Durham.  On Friday I got on an airplane 
and flew to Madison, WI, for the wedding of our 
first grandchild to take this step. 
 
 Luella Davis, Mark’s daughter, married 
Walker Shapiro, on the 3rd Saturday in June 2008, 
with her proud grandparents, Aunt MaryAnn, Uncle 
Jim, and Cousin Mary Kate in attendance.   
 
 The next big family news was that Luella 
and Walker came to spend a few days with us in NC 
before Christmas.  We enjoyed having so many 
members of our family together at this time of year.  
Our girls had a chance to visit for the first time in 
several years. 

Left to Right in order of age: Mary Kate Powell, Elisabeth 
Powell, Luella Davis Shapiro; Lindsey Ann Powell. 
 
 We missed having Mark, Cindy and Lex 
with us, but were happy to have all the girls. 
 
 Wayne and I enjoyed our only vacation of 
2008 with a Southern Caribbean cruise the first 
couple of weeks in December.  We were able to 
catch one of Lindsey’s plays in Florida on our way 
to the ship.   
 
 We hope to get to see her at Ft. Atkinson, 
WI, in August in “Sound of Music” where she will 
be playing the eldest Von Trap daughter. 
 

 

Stratford Plantation 
 

 Stratford Hall is one of the great houses of 
American history.  Its magnificent setting on a high 
bluff above the Potomac River and its bold 
architectural style set it apart from any other colonial 
house, but its highest distinction is in the family of 
patriots who lived there.  The Plantation is still 
managed as a farm today on 1670 of its original 
acres. 
 
 Thomas Lee (1690-1750), a prominent 
Virginia planter, built Stratford in the late 1730's.  
Using brick made on the site and timber cut from 
virgin forest, builders and craftsmen constructed the 
H-shaped manor house, its four outbuildings, and 
coach house and stables.  The Great Hall in the 
center of the house, with an inverted tray ceiling 
above fully paneled walls, is one of the most 
architecturally significant rooms to survive from 
colonial America.                  
 
 Stratford was the home of Thomas Lee’s 
eight children: his sons Richard Henry Lee and 
Francis Lightfoot Lee were the only brothers to sign 
the Declaration of Independence.  Their cousin, 
“Light Horse Harry” Lee, the dashing Revolutionary 
cavalry leader and friend of George Washington, 
made Stratford his home for over twenty years.   
 
 Robert Edward Lee (1807-1870) is the most 
prominent of the distinguished members of the Lee 
family born in the big sunlit bedroom on Stratford’s 
upper floor.  Destined to become the General in 
Chief of the Confederate Armies, young Robert slept 
in the graceful crib still in its place.      

Chatham 
 Chatham Manor, part of Fredericksburg & 
Spotsylvania National Military Park, was built by 
William Fitzhugh in the 1770s. Fitzhugh lived in the 
house and entertained many famous guests including 
Robert E. Lee and George Washington. 
 

Washington’s Ferry Farm 
 This is the place that George Washington 
grew to manhood, moving to the farm at the age of 6 
in 1738, until he was almost 20.   
 

Washington’s Birthplace 
 George Washington Birthplace preserves the 
heart of the Washington lands and a memorial 
plantation. Here, in the peace and beauty of this 
place untouched by time, the staunch character of 
our hero comes to the imagination.  



 

Veazey-Veasey Family Reunion 
June 19-21, 2009 

Fredericksburg, Virginia  
Registration Blank 

 
 
Name______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone _________________________ Email ____________________________________ 
 
Registration to help with printing and postage (each adult)       $ 20.00   X ______ =_________  
 (Newsletter, reunion booklet, and miscellaneous expenses related to the reunion) 
 
 
Friday Night “Banquet Buffet”...... 
   Per Person (incl. Tax & Gratuity)………..$ 35.00  X__________=________  
 (Buffet at the Hospitality House; 3 meats, vegs. Salad, dessert, beverage) 
        
 
Bus Tour of Fredericksburg, King George County……  

  Per Person (incl. Tax & Gratuity) .............$42.00  X_________ =________ 
(Covers cost of Bus, Box Lunch , tickets to Stratford Hall & Washington’s birthplace)     
  

 
Saturday Night “Picnic at Eagle View”.... 
   Per Person (incl. Tax & Gratuity)…………. $20.00  X_________ = _______ 
 (BBQ on the Lawn & Sunset on the Potomac)                                
 
  

 
TOTAL ...............................................................................................................$ ___________ 
 
 

Make Checks payable to “Veazey Family Reunions ” and  
Mail to Ann V. Davis, PO Box 353, Zebulon, NC 27597  

 
Make room reservations individually by calling Fredericksburg Hospitality House Hotel 
1-800-682-1049 and tell them you are with the Veazey Reunion .  Rates for double 
rooms = $ 85.00 plus tax and fees .  We have a block of 40 rooms that will be held until May 
18, 2009!  They will not be held for our reunion rate after that date.  Be prompt and stay with 
your cousins at the cousins’ room rate.  You may not get this rate after May 18th....Be prompt! 


